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EDMUND HYUMIS was born in America.  He works as investigative journalist, and has writ-
ten a number of books inspired by his work.

***

This book is the ideal guide for writers and readers of crime fiction: it is not a manual of 
criminology.  The term ‘crime fiction’ is used to include a number of sub-genres, from the 
detective story to the hard-boiled: as the books proceeds, the differences will become clear 
and the terminology differentiated according to the specific subject. Potential writers of 
crime fiction will find in these pages plenty of historical and scientific information on the 
theory and practice of criminology. This knowledge should give them a practical grasp on 
investigative work that will enable them to stick to reality and write convincing, true to life 
crime fiction.  Lovers of the genre are getting tired of the mistakes and unrealistic common-
places they often find in crime fiction, most conspicuously in films and television serials.  In 
most cases, reality is more than enough: the human mind can be more cruel and reality more 
tragic than any story a writer of crime fiction could possibly imagine.
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