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This Economic Profile has been prepared by the Italian Trade Agency (ITA/ICE) – Canada Office
to provide Italian companies, institutional stakeholders and local partners with a concise and up-
to-date overview of British Columbia's economic environment, trade performance and investment
landscape.

The publication is based on the most recent official data and statistics available at the time of
publication. Economic, demographic and sectoral information has been sourced from the
Government of Canada, the Government of British Columbia, Statistics Canada, and relevant
provincial economic development and investment promotion agencies, including Trade & Invest
BC  and other official provincial institutions, where applicable.

International merchandise trade statistics are based on Statistics Canada's Trade Data Online
(TDO/TDM) database, which compiles customs-based Canadian international merchandise trade
data in accordance with internationally recognized statistical standards. Trade data presented in
this publication have been processed and elaborated by the Italian Trade Agency (ITA/ICE) –
Canada Office for analytical purposes, including sectoral, provincial and bilateral trade analysis.

The objective of this publication is to provide a high-level strategic overview of British Columbia's
macroeconomic indicators, industrial structure, key sectors, international trade, foreign direct
investment (FDI), government priorities and business opportunities. It is intended as a practical
reference to support Italian companies evaluating market opportunities, investment decisions
and commercial partnerships in the province.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and timeliness of the information
presented, economic indicators, investment announcements and government programs are
subject to periodic revisions and updates. Consequently, this publication should be regarded as
an introductory reference rather than an exhaustive analysis of every sector or policy.

For further information, customized market intelligence, sector-specific analyses or assistance in
identifying business and investment opportunities in British Columbia or elsewhere in Canada,
readers are invited to contact the Italian Trade Agency (ITA/ICE) – Canada.
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Explanatory Notes
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Key investment sectors include agri-food and
agritech, clean technology, digital media and
interactive entertainment, life sciences,
bioeconomy, ocean technologies, advanced
manufacturing, technology and AI, apparel, and
trade, transportation and logistics. With its focus
on sustainability, innovation, and export-
oriented industries, British Columbia remains one
of Canada's leading destinations for foreign direct
investment (FDI).

British Columbia is the fourth largest Province in
Canada by GDP (322 cad $ Billion), representing  
14% of Canada’s GDP (+2% growth rate  2024).

British Columbia, Canada's westernmost province,
is strategically located on the Pacific Rim, providing
direct access to North American and Asia-Pacific
markets. In 2025, the province continues to benefit
from a diversified, innovation-driven economy
supported by abundant natural resources, a highly
skilled workforce, and strong international trade
connections.
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1. BRITISH COLUMBIA OVERVIEW

HIGHLIGHT KEY INDUSTRIES

British Columbia has one of Canada's most
diverse and stable economies.
British Columbia, Canada has one of North
America’s most competitive, flexible, and
supportive business climates, consistently
receiving AAA credit ratings. 
British Columbia’s vast resources, low taxes,
stable and well-regulated financial system and
fiscally responsible government attract
investment from around the world.

Total Trade exchange BC with Italy (2025): CAD
1.337 billion  (+14% VS 2024, see BC Data
Trade)

British Columbia exports to Italy (2025): CAD
83.82 million  (+2.27% vs 2024), = 2.3% of
Canadian exports to Italy
British Columbia  imports from Italy (2025): CAD
1.253 billion (+15%), = 9.19% of Canadian
imports from Italy
Trade balance with Italy: CAD – 1170  million
(positive for Italy)

POPULATION & DIMENSION

Capital: Victoria (402,271)
Major Urban Areas:

Vancouver – 2,691,351
Surrey – 584,526
Kelowna – 217,229
Abbotsford – 201,953
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The province’s strategic location on Canada’s
Pacific coast places British Columbia at the
commercial crossroads of Asia-Pacific and North
America.  It is close to key markets and duty-free
access to the U.S. and Mexico. 

Businesses using these ports take advantage of
the shortest sea route from Asia to North America,
which are seamlessly connected to all major U.S.
economic centres by secure, reliable road and rail
networks.



LABOUR FORCE
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GDP & INFLATION

REAL GDP GROWTH
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GDP BY Industries
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British Columbia's dynamic, export-oriented
economy, highly skilled workforce, and strategic
gateway position to the Asia-Pacific region create a
competitive environment for global investment. To
reinforce its position as a leading investment
destination, the Government of British Columbia
offers a range of targeted tax incentives, sector-
specific programs, and business support initiatives
that promote innovation, clean growth, advanced
manufacturing, technology commercialization, and
sustainable economic development across key
industries.

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES

Industrial Marine – Shipbuilding and ship repair
industry tax credit
Mining and Critical Minerals – B.C. Mining flow
through share income tax credit
Mining and Critical Minerals – Investment
allowance
Mining and Critical Minerals – New mine
allowance
Mining and Critical Minerals – Cumulative tax
credit
Mining and Critical Minerals – Reclamation tax
credit
Mining and Critical Minerals – Mining
exploration tax credit for personal income tax

FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES
Manufacturing and processing profits deduction
and zero-emission technology manufacturing
deduction
Federal foreign non-business income tax credit
Federal foreign business income tax credit
Federal qualifying environmental trust (QET)
tax credit
Corporate Investment tax credit
Industrial Research Assistance Program
Accelerated Investment Incentive
Strategic Innovation Fund
Overseen by Innovation, Science and
Economic Development Canada are also a
wide variety of other Programs and Initiatives
available to Canadian businesses in all areas
of the economy.

The Business Benefits Finder can be used to
navigate the more than 1,600 federal government
programs and incentives available to businesses in
Canada.
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PROVINCIAL TAX INCENTIVES
Scientific research and experimental
development tax credit
Small business venture capital tax credit
Training tax credits for employers
Qualifying environmental trust tax credit

Information on corporate income tax credits and
other provincial taxes and tax credits can be found
on the Province of B.C. website.

PROVINCIAL TAX INCENTIVES (sector specific)
Agriculture and Seafood – B.C. Farmers’ food
donation personal income tax credit
Agriculture and Seafood – B.C. Farmers’ food
donation corporate income tax credit
Clean Tech– B.C. Output-Based Pricing
System
Clean Tech – Clean Infrastructure Royalty
Credit Program
Digital Media and Entertainment – Interactive
digital media tax credit
Digital Media and Entertainment – Film and
television tax credit
Digital Media and Entertainment – Production
services tax credit
Forestry and Wood Product – Logging tax
credit for corporate income tax
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INVESTMENTS
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GATEWAY TO GLOBAL MARKETS
British Columbia conducts approximately CAD
$125 billion in international merchandise trade
annually, making it Canada's gateway to Asia-
Pacific markets. The province accounts for
approximately 16% of Canada's merchandise
exports, with the United States as its largest trading
partner, alongside strong trade ties with China,
Japan, South Korea, India, Taiwan, and the
European Union.

Trade Agreements Advantage

Companies operating in British Columbia benefit
from Canada's network of 15 free trade
agreements covering 51 countries, providing
preferential access to more than 1.5 billion
consumers, including:

CUSMA: seamless access to the North
American market.
CETA: preferential access to the European
Union.
CPTPP: access to major Asia-Pacific
economies.

British Columbia's strategic Pacific location, world-
class ports, and integrated transportation network
make it one of North America's leading hubs for
international trade and investment.



KF Aerospace
Cascade Aerospace
De Havilland Canada (Viking Air)
Conair Group
Heli-One
MTU Maintenance Canada
Anodyne Electronics Manufacturing (AEM)
SkyTrac Systems
Boeing Vancouver
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2. SECTORS INSIGHTS
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British Columbia has a diversified and
innovation-driven economy supported by
several globally competitive industries.
Major sectors include aerospace, clean
technology, forestry, mining, agriculture and
food processing, digital technologies, life
sciences, marine industries, and renewable
energy. In addition, emerging sectors such
as artificial intelligence (AI), agritech,
hydrogen, and mass timber are contributing
to the province's long-term economic
growth and competitiveness.

The province benefits from a highly skilled
workforce, a strong research and innovation
ecosystem, and a strategic location on the
Pacific coast, providing efficient access to
Asia-Pacific markets. These strengths
position British Columbia as an attractive
destination for foreign investment,
international trade, and business
partnerships across a broad range of
industries.

British Columbia has a well-established and
globally competitive aerospace industry, with
strengths across the entire aerospace value chain.
The sector includes aircraft manufacturing,
advanced components, maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO), pilot and aviation training, and
aerospace technologies. The province is
particularly recognized for its expertise in aircraft
production, precision machining and fabrication, as
well as advanced surveillance, information
management, and aviation systems. These
capabilities enable British Columbia's aerospace
industry to serve both commercial and defence
markets worldwide.

AEROSPACE

ADVANCE MANUFACTURING



The province's defence and aerospace capabilities
are concentrated in several key areas, including:

Aerospace defence systems and aircraft
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO)
Military aviation training and simulation
technologies
Naval shipbuilding, repair, modernization, and life-
cycle support
Maritime security systems and defence electronics
Advanced manufacturing, robotics, and precision-
engineered components
Autonomous systems and other emerging defence
technologies.
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DEFENSE
Seaspan – Naval shipbuilding, vessel construction,
repair and sustainment for the Royal Canadian
Navy and Coast Guard
OSI Maritime Systems – Naval navigation, tactical
systems and maritime defence technologies
MDA Space – Space systems, robotics and
defence-related technologies
Boeing Vancouver – Aerospace engineering and
advanced technologies
L3Harris Technologies Canada – Defence
communications and mission systems
CAE Defence & Security – Training systems and
simulation technologies
Conair Group – Special mission aircraft and aerial
operation

British Columbia is home to Canada's largest blue
economy, supported by more than 26,000
kilometres of coastline, two of the country's busiest
ports, and a long-standing maritime tradition. Over
the years, the province has built a dynamic and
globally competitive marine sector that includes
shipbuilding and repair, ocean technology, marine
transportation, defence, aquaculture, renewable
marine energy, and ocean sciences.

MARINE SECTOR

3GA Marine
Barnacle Systems
Cellula Robotics
Kingfisher Boats
Open Ocean Robotics
OSI Maritime
Point Hope Maritime/Ralmax
Robert Allen Ltd.
Seaspan
Zodiac Technologies

Today, B.C. is recognized as a global leader in marine innovation.
The province is at the forefront of developing advanced technologies
such as autonomous and remotely operated underwater vehicles
(AUVs and ROVs), digital ocean monitoring systems, and the world's
largest fleet of hybrid and fully electric tugboats. Backed by leading
research institutions, a highly skilled workforce, and significant
investments through Canada's National Shipbuilding Strategy, British
Columbia continues to strengthen its reputation as an international
centre for sustainable maritime innovation, marine engineering, and
ocean technology.
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British Columbia's food and beverage processing
industry is one of the province's largest
manufacturing sectors, supported by a diverse
agricultural base, a world-class seafood industry,
and strong access to Asia-Pacific markets. The
sector is a leader in seafood processing, wine and
beverage production, fruit and vegetable
processing, dairy and plant-based foods, and
specialty food products.
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FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

CANFISCO Group
Earths Own
Innofoods
Jealous Fruits
Mac’s Oysters
Mark Anthony Group
Nature’s Path Foods
Purdy’s Chocolates
Walcan Seafood
Windset Farms

British Columbia's technology sector is one of the
province's fastest-growing industries, driven by
strengths in software, artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, digital media, fintech, and advanced
computing. Vancouver has emerged as a leading
North American technology hub, attracting global
companies, innovative startups, and top research
talent.

Traction on Demand
Microsoft Canada

Amazon Web Services
SAP Canada

Electronic Arts

Supported by strong connections to Silicon Valley,
Asia-Pacific markets, and world-class research
institutions, B.C.'s ICT expertise is increasingly
integrated across key industries, including
aerospace, marine, clean technology, mining,
forestry, and advanced manufacturing.

With abundant natural resources, the internationally recognized
Okanagan wine region, and a growing focus on sustainable food
innovation, British Columbia continues to strengthen its position as a
leading producer and exporter of premium, organic, and value-added
food products.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, ICT, AI & CYBERSECURITY

Clio
Hootsuite
Absolute Software
Copperleaf Technologies
D-Wave Quantum
Fortinet Canada
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British Columbia is one of North America's leading
clean energy economies, powered by abundant
renewable resources and a low-carbon electricity
system, with nearly all of its electricity generated
from clean sources, primarily hydroelectricity. The
province is emerging as a strategic hub for
hydrogen, electrification, energy storage, and
industrial decarbonization.

Supported by access to clean, affordable energy, a
strong research ecosystem, and its strategic Pacific
location, B.C. is well positioned to develop and
export clean technologies while helping key
industries—including mining, forestry,
transportation, and manufacturing—accelerate their
transition to a low-carbon economy.

Carbon Engineering
Innergex Renewable Energy

Moment Energy
Loop Energy

E-One Moli Energy

CLEAN ENERGY & CLEAN TECHNOLOGY

BC Hydro
FortisBC
Ballard Power Systems
HTEC (Hydrogen
Technology & Energy
Corporation)
Corvus Energy
Svante

NATURAL RESOURCES

British Columbia is becoming a global leader in the
emerging mass timber industry, with growing
investment in engineered wood products,
sustainable building systems, and advanced wood
manufacturing. The sector is creating new
opportunities in low-carbon construction and value-
added wood products.

FORESTRY AND WOOD PRODUCTS

Canfor
West Fraser Timber
Interfor
Kalesnikoff Lumber
StructureCraft
Mercer International
Tolko Industries
FraserWood Industries
Spearhead

Forest Sector Innovation
The province is accelerating the transformation of its forest industry through
innovation, supporting the development of bioenergy, bioproducts, advanced
materials, and modern manufacturing technologies.

Building the Future of Wood Manufacturing
New investments are expanding production capacity, modernizing facilities,
and advancing automation to position British Columbia as a leading centre
for next-generation wood products and sustainable construction solutions.
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British Columbia is strengthening its position as a
leading mining region through major investments in
copper, gold, nickel, and other critical minerals.
New mine developments and expansions are
helping meet growing global demand driven by
electrification, renewable energy, and advanced
manufacturing.

www.ice.it

MINING

British Columbia’s energy sector is evolving by
combining abundant renewable resources with
emerging low-carbon technologies. The province’s
clean electricity advantage is supporting growth in
hydrogen, electrification, LNG, and industrial
decarbonization.

Major developments include the Site C Clean
Energy Project, LNG Canada in Kitimat, and the
Cedar LNG Project, alongside growing investments
in hydrogen, energy storage, and clean energy
solutions that support a more sustainable energy
future.

ENERGY

Teck Resources
New Gold
Centerra Gold
Artemis Gold
Copper Mountain Mining
Imperial Metals
Wheaton Precious Metals
Lundin Mining

BC Hydro
FortisBC
LNG Canada
Woodfibre LNG
Pembina Pipeline
TC Energy
Innergex Renewable Energy
Ballard Power Systems
HTEC (Hydrogen
Technology & Energy
Corporation)

Key projects include the expansion of Highland
Valley Copper, the KSM gold-copper project, and
the Blackwater Mine, while the province's Critical
Minerals Strategy is accelerating investment in the
minerals needed for the clean economy.
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British Columbia is Canada’s strategic gateway to
global markets, supported by an integrated
transportation network of ports, rail, highways,
airports, and logistics services. Its Pacific location
provides a key connection between Canadian
businesses and Asia-Pacific economies.

The sector is anchored by the Port of Vancouver,
Canada’s largest port, which connects the country
to more than 170 global economies and supports
trade in key sectors such as agriculture, forestry,
mining, energy, and advanced manufacturing.

Major investments, including the Roberts Bank
Terminal 2 expansion, rail and intermodal
infrastructure upgrades, and Vancouver
International Airport’s global cargo capabilities, are
strengthening supply chain capacity and
positioning B.C. as a leading North American trade
and logistics hub.

Vancouver International
Airport (YVR)

Air Canada
WestJet

Logistics & Supply Chain
DHL Supply Chain

FedEx Canada
Purolator

Kuehne+Nagel Canada

TRANSPORTATION, LOGISTICS & PACIFIC GATEWAY

Ports & Logistics
Port of Vancouver
Global Container Terminals
(GCT Canada)
DP World Vancouver
CN Rail
Canadian Pacific Kansas
City (CPKC)
B.C. Ferries
Aviation & Transportation

TOURISM, HOSPITALITY & CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
British Columbia is one of Canada’s most
internationally recognized tourism destinations,
offering a unique combination of breathtaking
natural landscapes, Indigenous cultural
experiences, vibrant cities, and a world-class
hospitality sector. Tourism is a key contributor to
the provincial economy, supporting businesses and
communities across Vancouver, Victoria, the
Okanagan, Whistler, and the province’s coastal
and mountain regions.

With its diverse attractions, year-round outdoor
activities, and strong global reputation, B.C.
continues to attract visitors from around the world
and strengthen its position as a leading destination
for sustainable and experiential tourism.

Hospitality & Tourism
Operators
Fairmont Hotel
Vancouver
Four Seasons Resort
and Residences
Whistler
Pursuit Collection
Accor
Marriott International
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Sony Pictures Imageworks
Industrial Light & Magic (ILM Vancouver)
Netflix Canada (production activity)
Warner Bros. Discovery (production activity)
Lionsgate Canada
Thunderbird Entertainment
Brightlight Pictures
Omnifilm Entertainment
Visual Effects & Digital Media

DNEG Vancouver
Scanline VFX
Image Engine
Zoic Studios
FuseFX Vancouver
Gaming
Electronic Arts (EA Vancouver)
Blackbird Interactive
Relic Entertainment

British Columbia has built a globally recognized
creative industries ecosystem, driven by film and
television production, visual effects, animation,
digital media, gaming, and creative technologies.

Known as “Hollywood North,” Vancouver is one of
North America’s leading production hubs, attracting
major international studios thanks to its skilled
talent pool, advanced infrastructure, diverse filming
locations, and competitive incentives.

www.ice.it

CREATIVE-MOVIE

FINANCIAL & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
British Columbia has a diverse financial and
professional services sector, with Vancouver
serving as a leading financial centre in Western
Canada and a key connection between North
America and Asia-Pacific markets.

The sector supports economic growth through
banking, investment management, insurance,
accounting, legal services, consulting, engineering,
architecture, and other specialized business
services that enable innovation and investment
across the province.
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LIFE SCIENCES & BIOTECHNOLOGY

STEMCELL Technologies
AbCellera Biologics
Acuitas Therapeutics
Zymeworks
Aspect Biosystems
Xenon Pharmaceuticals
Precision NanoSystems
Medical Devices & Digital Health
Kardium
StarFish Medical

Clarius Mobile Health
TELUS Health
Thrive Health
Research & Innovation Centres
BC Cancer
Michael Smith Genome Sciences Centre
University of British Columbia (UBC)
Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute
Simon Fraser University

British Columbia has one of Canada’s most
dynamic life sciences ecosystems, supported by
leading research institutions, innovative
biotechnology companies, healthcare expertise,
and advanced manufacturing capabilities. The
sector is focused on biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, digital health,
genomics, and precision medicine.

Strong collaboration between universities, research
centres, hospitals, investors, and industry is driving
innovation and creating opportunities for global
partnerships and investment.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA IMPORTS FROM ITALY BY SECTOR

BRITISH COLUMBIA EXPORTS FROM ITALY BY SECTOR
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4. BRITISH COLUMBIA DATA TRADE - ITALY

TRADE BALANCE
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Canada Imports from Italy by Province Canada Exports to Italy by Province

CANADA - ITALY BY PROVINCE: BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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British Columbia Imports from World per Trade Partner Country

British Columbia Export to World per Trade Partner Country
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4. BRITISH COLUMBIA DATA TRADE - WORLD

BRITISH COLUMBIA - WORLD BY SECTOR
British Columbia Imports from World by Sector British Columbia Exports from World by Sector

BRITISH COLUMBIA - WORLD PER TRADE PARTNER COUNTRY
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TWO WAY TRADE - BRITISH COLUMBIA/EU
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Canada Imports from World by Province Canada Exports to World by Province

CANADA - WORLD BY PROVINCE: BRITISH COLUMBIA
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5. BRITISH COLUMBIA INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

OVERVIEW
British Columbia remained one of Canada’s top
destinations for foreign investment, ranking third
nationally in the 2024–2025 fiscal year with 165
investment projects valued at more than $10 billion.
Despite global economic uncertainty and
challenging market conditions, the province
continued to attract international investors,
particularly in high-growth areas such as
technology, critical minerals, clean energy, and
advanced industries. Through the B.C. Look West
Strategy, British Columbia is targeting $200 billion
in major project investment over the next decade to
drive economic growth, infrastructure development,
and the transition to a low-carbon economy.

The province has identified 35 priority projects for
acceleration, including critical mineral mines,

renewable energy developments, and other large-
scale industrial investments. By 2032, B.C. aims to
have 8 new renewable energy projects, 4 new or
expanded mines, and 3 new natural gas projects in
operation.

Working with the federal government, B.C. is also
streamlining approvals for nationally significant
projects. The current pipeline of priority provincial
and federal projects represents nearly $88 billion in
potential investment, reinforcing the province’s role
in energy, resources, infrastructure, and clean
economy development.
Strong collaboration between universities, research
centres, hospitals, investors, and industry is driving
innovation and creating opportunities for global
partnerships and investment.
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Web Summit

AME Roundup Grocery & Specialty Food West

Buildex

Western Innovation Forum

Pacific Agriculture Show

ABCDMI Business Opportunities
Conference & Trade Show

Vancouver International Film Festival

Canadian Manufacturers &
Exporters

Cargo Logistics Canada

Fully Charged LIVE Canada

Life Sciences

Aerospace Defence and
Security Expo (ADSE)
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6. TRADE SHOWS & CONFERENCES
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Woodrise

https://vancouver.websummit.com/
https://roundup.amebc.ca/
https://gsfshow.com/
https://informaconnect.com/buildex-vancouver/
https://www.canada.ca/en/prairies-economic-development/services/support/industrial-technological-benefits/western-innovation-forum-2026.html
https://agricultureshow.net/
https://www.abcdmi.ca/events/abcmi-business-opportunities-conference-trade-show-2
https://www.abcdmi.ca/events/abcmi-business-opportunities-conference-trade-show-2
https://viff.org/
https://cme-mec.ca/connection/2026-cme-smart-manufacturing-conference/
https://cme-mec.ca/connection/2026-cme-smart-manufacturing-conference/
https://www.cargologisticscanada.com/en.html
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/fullychargedshowltd/706904
https://lifesciencesbc.ca/event/bc-at-web-summit-vancouver-2026/
https://aiac.ca/events/aerospace-defence-and-security-expo-2026/
https://aiac.ca/events/aerospace-defence-and-security-expo-2026/
https://web.fpinnovations.ca/woodrise2025/
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7. USEFUL LINKS & CONTACTS

ITALIAN INSTITUTIONS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

The Embassy of Italy in Ottawa
275 Slater St., 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5H9
ambasciata.ottawa@esteri.it
www.ambottawa.esteri.it

Consulate General of Italy in Vancouver  
1140 W Pender St #840,
Vancouver, BC V6E 4G1
consolato.vancouver@esteri.it
www.constoronto.esteri.it

Italian Chamber of Commerce in Canada West
1209- 409 Granville St.
Vancouver, BC V6C 1T2
iccbc@iccbc.com
iccbc.com

CANADIAN INSTITUTION

Government of British Columbia
Trade & Invest BC
Invest Vancouver
Vancovuer Board of Trade
Pacific Development Canada
Innovate BC
Chamber of Commerce BC
British Columbia Economic 
Development Association (BCEDA)

www2.gov.bc.ca/gov
www.britishcolumbia.ca
investvancouver.ca
www.boardoftrade.com
www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development
www.innovatebc.ca
bcchamber.org

www.bceda.ca

ICE FURTHER INFORMATION

ICE News
Anteprima Grandi Progetti 
Gare Internazionali 
Interscambio Italia Canada 2026
Guida Diplomazia della crescita

www.ice.it/it/news
www.ice.it/it/area-clienti/
www.ice.it/it/area-clienti/ricerche

ambottawa.esteri.it/it/news

Italian Trade Agency in Canada
1199 West Pender St #785 
Vancouver, BC V7E 2R1
vancouver@ice.it
www.ice.it
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https://iccbc.com/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/home
https://www.britishcolumbia.ca/
https://investvancouver.ca/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.boardoftrade.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development.html
https://www.innovatebc.ca/
https://bcchamber.org/
https://www.bceda.ca/
https://www.ice.it/it/news
https://www.ice.it/it/area-clienti/ricerche/anteprima-grandi-progetti?idPaese=39
https://www.ice.it/it/area-clienti/ricerche/gare-internazionali?idPaese=388
https://ambottawa.esteri.it/it/news/dall_ambasciata/2025/11/disponibile-la-nuova-guida-diplomazia-della-crescita-destinazione-canada/
mailto:vancouver@ice.it
https://www.ice.it/


https://www.britishcolumbia.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/home
https://investvancouver.ca/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development.html
Statistic Canada TDM Online, data revised by ITA Office-Canada
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/2018016/cpilg-ipcgl-eng.htm
2025 Labour Force Survey annual data from Statistics Canada and BC Stats
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260501/dq260501a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019022-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610040001&geocode=A000259
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260501/g-a001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260501/cg-a001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260501/g-a002-eng.htm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?
Lang=E&SearchText=Ontario&DGUIDlist=2021A000235&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&
HEADERlist=0
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?
pid=3610040202&pickMembers%5B0%5D=3.1&pickMembers%5B1%5D=2.1&cubeTimeFrame.s
tartYear=2024&referencePeriods=20240101%2C20240101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019024-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610071101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260501/g-a001-eng.htm
Statistic Canada TDM Online
The FDI Report 2025: https://www.ftlocations.com/products-and-services/fdi-markets 
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/06/fdi-qualities-review-of-
canada_7ab14cc9/273d99ec-en.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/corporations/provincial-
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	1. BRITISH COLUMBIA OVERVIEW
	GDP & INFLATION
	LABOUR FORCE
	GDP BY Industries

	REAL GDP GROWTH
	ECONOMIC INCENTIVES
	British Columbia's dynamic, export-oriented economy, highly skilled workforce, and strategic gateway position to the Asia-Pacific region create a competitive environment for global investment. To reinforce its position as a leading investment destination, the Government of British Columbia offers a range of targeted tax incentives, sector-specific programs, and business support initiatives that promote innovation, clean growth, advanced manufacturing, technology commercialization, and sustainable economic development across key industries.
	Industrial Marine – Shipbuilding and ship repair industry tax credit
	Mining and Critical Minerals – B.C. Mining flow through share income tax credit
	Mining and Critical Minerals – Investment allowance
	Mining and Critical Minerals – New mine allowance
	Mining and Critical Minerals – Cumulative tax credit
	Mining and Critical Minerals – Reclamation tax credit
	Mining and Critical Minerals – Mining exploration tax credit for personal income tax
	FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES
	Manufacturing and processing profits deduction and zero-emission technology manufacturing deduction
	Federal foreign non-business income tax credit
	Federal foreign business income tax credit
	Federal qualifying environmental trust (QET) tax credit
	Corporate Investment tax credit
	Industrial Research Assistance Program
	Accelerated Investment Incentive
	Strategic Innovation Fund
	Overseen by Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada are also a wide variety of other Programs and Initiatives available to Canadian businesses in all areas of the economy.
	The Business Benefits Finder can be used to navigate the more than 1,600 federal government programs and incentives available to businesses in Canada.

	PROVINCIAL TAX INCENTIVES
	Scientific research and experimental development tax credit
	Small business venture capital tax credit
	Training tax credits for employers
	Qualifying environmental trust tax credit
	Information on corporate income tax credits and other provincial taxes and tax credits can be found on the Province of B.C. website.
	PROVINCIAL TAX INCENTIVES (sector specific)
	Agriculture and Seafood – B.C. Farmers’ food donation personal income tax credit
	Agriculture and Seafood – B.C. Farmers’ food donation corporate income tax credit
	Clean Tech– B.C. Output-Based Pricing System
	Clean Tech – Clean Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program
	Digital Media and Entertainment – Interactive digital media tax credit
	Digital Media and Entertainment – Film and television tax credit
	Digital Media and Entertainment – Production services tax credit
	Forestry and Wood Product – Logging tax credit for corporate income tax



	INVESTMENTS
	GATEWAY TO GLOBAL MARKETS
	British Columbia conducts approximately CAD $125 billion in international merchandise trade annually, making it Canada's gateway to Asia-Pacific markets. The province accounts for approximately 16% of Canada's merchandise exports, with the United States as its largest trading partner, alongside strong trade ties with China, Japan, South Korea, India, Taiwan, and the European Union.
	Trade Agreements Advantage
	Companies operating in British Columbia benefit from Canada's network of 15 free trade agreements covering 51 countries, providing preferential access to more than 1.5 billion consumers, including:
	CUSMA: seamless access to the North American market.
	CETA: preferential access to the European Union.
	CPTPP: access to major Asia-Pacific economies.
	British Columbia's strategic Pacific location, world-class ports, and integrated transportation network make it one of North America's leading hubs for international trade and investment.


	2. SECTORS INSIGHTS
	DEFENSE
	The province's defence and aerospace capabilities are concentrated in several key areas, including:
	Aerospace defence systems and aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) Military aviation training and simulation technologies Naval shipbuilding, repair, modernization, and life-cycle support Maritime security systems and defence electronics Advanced manufacturing, robotics, and precision-engineered components Autonomous systems and other emerging defence technologies.
	Seaspan – Naval shipbuilding, vessel construction, repair and sustainment for the Royal Canadian Navy and Coast Guard OSI Maritime Systems – Naval navigation, tactical systems and maritime defence technologies MDA Space – Space systems, robotics and defence-related technologies Boeing Vancouver – Aerospace engineering and advanced technologies L3Harris Technologies Canada – Defence communications and mission systems CAE Defence & Security – Training systems and simulation technologies Conair Group – Special mission aircraft and aerial operation

	MARINE SECTOR
	British Columbia is home to Canada's largest blue economy, supported by more than 26,000 kilometres of coastline, two of the country's busiest ports, and a long-standing maritime tradition. Over the years, the province has built a dynamic and globally competitive marine sector that includes shipbuilding and repair, ocean technology, marine transportation, defence, aquaculture, renewable marine energy, and ocean sciences.
	Today, B.C. is recognized as a global leader in marine innovation. The province is at the forefront of developing advanced technologies such as autonomous and remotely operated underwater vehicles (AUVs and ROVs), digital ocean monitoring systems, and the world's largest fleet of hybrid and fully electric tugboats. Backed by leading research institutions, a highly skilled workforce, and significant investments through Canada's National Shipbuilding Strategy, British Columbia continues to strengthen its reputation as an international centre for sustainable maritime innovation, marine engineering, and ocean technology.
	3GA Marine Barnacle Systems Cellula Robotics Kingfisher Boats Open Ocean Robotics OSI Maritime Point Hope Maritime/Ralmax Robert Allen Ltd. Seaspan Zodiac Technologies

	FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
	British Columbia's food and beverage processing industry is one of the province's largest manufacturing sectors, supported by a diverse agricultural base, a world-class seafood industry, and strong access to Asia-Pacific markets. The sector is a leader in seafood processing, wine and beverage production, fruit and vegetable processing, dairy and plant-based foods, and specialty food products.
	CANFISCO Group Earths Own Innofoods Jealous Fruits Mac’s Oysters Mark Anthony Group Nature’s Path Foods Purdy’s Chocolates Walcan Seafood Windset Farms
	With abundant natural resources, the internationally recognized Okanagan wine region, and a growing focus on sustainable food innovation, British Columbia continues to strengthen its position as a leading producer and exporter of premium, organic, and value-added food products.

	DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, ICT, AI & CYBERSECURITY
	British Columbia's technology sector is one of the province's fastest-growing industries, driven by strengths in software, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, digital media, fintech, and advanced computing. Vancouver has emerged as a leading North American technology hub, attracting global companies, innovative startups, and top research talent.
	Supported by strong connections to Silicon Valley, Asia-Pacific markets, and world-class research institutions, B.C.'s ICT expertise is increasingly integrated across key industries, including aerospace, marine, clean technology, mining, forestry, and advanced manufacturing.
	Clio Hootsuite Absolute Software Copperleaf Technologies D-Wave Quantum Fortinet Canada
	Traction on Demand Microsoft Canada Amazon Web Services SAP Canada Electronic Arts

	CLEAN ENERGY & CLEAN TECHNOLOGY
	British Columbia is one of North America's leading clean energy economies, powered by abundant renewable resources and a low-carbon electricity system, with nearly all of its electricity generated from clean sources, primarily hydroelectricity. The province is emerging as a strategic hub for hydrogen, electrification, energy storage, and industrial decarbonization.
	Supported by access to clean, affordable energy, a strong research ecosystem, and its strategic Pacific location, B.C. is well positioned to develop and export clean technologies while helping key industries—including mining, forestry, transportation, and manufacturing—accelerate their transition to a low-carbon economy.
	BC Hydro FortisBC Ballard Power Systems HTEC (Hydrogen Technology & Energy Corporation) Corvus Energy Svante
	Carbon Engineering Innergex Renewable Energy Moment Energy Loop Energy E-One Moli Energy

	NATURAL RESOURCES
	FORESTRY AND WOOD PRODUCTS
	British Columbia is becoming a global leader in the emerging mass timber industry, with growing investment in engineered wood products, sustainable building systems, and advanced wood manufacturing. The sector is creating new opportunities in low-carbon construction and value-added wood products.
	Canfor West Fraser Timber Interfor Kalesnikoff Lumber StructureCraft Mercer International Tolko Industries FraserWood Industries Spearhead
	Forest Sector Innovation The province is accelerating the transformation of its forest industry through innovation, supporting the development of bioenergy, bioproducts, advanced materials, and modern manufacturing technologies.
	Building the Future of Wood Manufacturing New investments are expanding production capacity, modernizing facilities, and advancing automation to position British Columbia as a leading centre for next-generation wood products and sustainable construction solutions.

	MINING
	British Columbia is strengthening its position as a leading mining region through major investments in copper, gold, nickel, and other critical minerals. New mine developments and expansions are helping meet growing global demand driven by electrification, renewable energy, and advanced manufacturing.
	Teck Resources New Gold Centerra Gold Artemis Gold Copper Mountain Mining Imperial Metals Wheaton Precious Metals Lundin Mining
	Key projects include the expansion of Highland Valley Copper, the KSM gold-copper project, and the Blackwater Mine, while the province's Critical Minerals Strategy is accelerating investment in the minerals needed for the clean economy.

	ENERGY
	British Columbia’s energy sector is evolving by combining abundant renewable resources with emerging low-carbon technologies. The province’s clean electricity advantage is supporting growth in hydrogen, electrification, LNG, and industrial decarbonization.
	Major developments include the Site C Clean Energy Project, LNG Canada in Kitimat, and the Cedar LNG Project, alongside growing investments in hydrogen, energy storage, and clean energy solutions that support a more sustainable energy future.
	BC Hydro FortisBC LNG Canada Woodfibre LNG Pembina Pipeline TC Energy Innergex Renewable Energy Ballard Power Systems HTEC (Hydrogen Technology & Energy Corporation)

	TRANSPORTATION, LOGISTICS & PACIFIC GATEWAY
	British Columbia is Canada’s strategic gateway to global markets, supported by an integrated transportation network of ports, rail, highways, airports, and logistics services. Its Pacific location provides a key connection between Canadian businesses and Asia-Pacific economies.
	The sector is anchored by the Port of Vancouver, Canada’s largest port, which connects the country to more than 170 global economies and supports trade in key sectors such as agriculture, forestry, mining, energy, and advanced manufacturing.
	Major investments, including the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 expansion, rail and intermodal infrastructure upgrades, and Vancouver International Airport’s global cargo capabilities, are strengthening supply chain capacity and positioning B.C. as a leading North American trade and logistics hub.
	Ports & Logistics Port of Vancouver Global Container Terminals (GCT Canada) DP World Vancouver CN Rail Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) B.C. Ferries Aviation & Transportation
	Vancouver International Airport (YVR) Air Canada WestJet Logistics & Supply Chain DHL Supply Chain FedEx Canada Purolator Kuehne+Nagel Canada

	TOURISM, HOSPITALITY & CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
	British Columbia is one of Canada’s most internationally recognized tourism destinations, offering a unique combination of breathtaking natural landscapes, Indigenous cultural experiences, vibrant cities, and a world-class hospitality sector. Tourism is a key contributor to the provincial economy, supporting businesses and communities across Vancouver, Victoria, the Okanagan, Whistler, and the province’s coastal and mountain regions.
	With its diverse attractions, year-round outdoor activities, and strong global reputation, B.C. continues to attract visitors from around the world and strengthen its position as a leading destination for sustainable and experiential tourism.
	Hospitality & Tourism Operators Fairmont Hotel Vancouver Four Seasons Resort and Residences Whistler Pursuit Collection Accor Marriott International

	CREATIVE-MOVIE
	British Columbia has built a globally recognized creative industries ecosystem, driven by film and television production, visual effects, animation, digital media, gaming, and creative technologies.
	Known as “Hollywood North,” Vancouver is one of North America’s leading production hubs, attracting major international studios thanks to its skilled talent pool, advanced infrastructure, diverse filming locations, and competitive incentives.
	Sony Pictures Imageworks Industrial Light & Magic (ILM Vancouver) Netflix Canada (production activity) Warner Bros. Discovery (production activity) Lionsgate Canada Thunderbird Entertainment Brightlight Pictures Omnifilm Entertainment Visual Effects & Digital Media
	DNEG Vancouver Scanline VFX Image Engine Zoic Studios FuseFX Vancouver Gaming Electronic Arts (EA Vancouver) Blackbird Interactive Relic Entertainment

	FINANCIAL & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
	British Columbia has a diverse financial and professional services sector, with Vancouver serving as a leading financial centre in Western Canada and a key connection between North America and Asia-Pacific markets.
	The sector supports economic growth through banking, investment management, insurance, accounting, legal services, consulting, engineering, architecture, and other specialized business services that enable innovation and investment across the province.

	LIFE SCIENCES & BIOTECHNOLOGY
	STEMCELL Technologies AbCellera Biologics Acuitas Therapeutics Zymeworks Aspect Biosystems Xenon Pharmaceuticals Precision NanoSystems Medical Devices & Digital Health Kardium StarFish Medical
	Clarius Mobile Health TELUS Health Thrive Health Research & Innovation Centres BC Cancer Michael Smith Genome Sciences Centre University of British Columbia (UBC) Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute Simon Fraser University
	British Columbia has one of Canada’s most dynamic life sciences ecosystems, supported by leading research institutions, innovative biotechnology companies, healthcare expertise, and advanced manufacturing capabilities. The sector is focused on biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, digital health, genomics, and precision medicine.
	Strong collaboration between universities, research centres, hospitals, investors, and industry is driving innovation and creating opportunities for global partnerships and investment.
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