
 
 

 
ITA Beijing Office 

NEWSLETTER 
EDUCATION 

2 -8  February 2026 
 

 
Vocational education scales up with smart manufacturing focus 
China is modernizing its technical and vocational education system to support advanced manufacturing. The 
vocational education market reached $78.7 million in 2024 and is projected to hit $148.5 million by 2030, 
growing at 11.2% CAGR. STEM courses dominate as the fastest-growing segment. Over 44 million vocational 
learners are registered on the National Smart Education Platform. (Grand View Research) 
 
AI-driven education market expands rapidly 
China's applied AI education sector is witnessing explosive adoption across all levels. The market reached 
$610.64 million in 2024 and is expected to surge to $6.9 billion by 2035, with a 24.66% CAGR. Intelligent 
tutoring systems are becoming standard features. Government and private investment in AI learning platforms 
totaled over $761 million this year. (Market Research Future) 
 
Higher education drives strategic innovation investments 
Chinese universities are evolving into national innovation hubs with deep industry-academia integration. China 
produces approximately 1.25 million engineering graduates annually—five times the U.S. output. Higher 
education R&D spending grew 9.3% annually from 2019 to 2023. The market is valued at $4.98 billion in 2024 
and projected to reach $14.05 billion by 2033. (Deep Market Insights) 
 
K-12 online education pivots to personalized learning 
The K-12 online education market is transforming through AI-powered customization services. Growth is 
forecasted to add $31.16 billion between 2024 and 2029, accelerating at 16.3% CAGR. Test preparation 
services represent the dominant product segment. Total K-12 education market size reached $90.5 billion in 
2024. Investment in adaptive assessment tools exceeded expectations this quarter. (Technavio) 
 
Early childhood education receives public investment 
China is implementing reforms to expand access to quality early childhood education. The World Bank 
invested $74.62 million specifically in Yunnan province early education infrastructure. Nationwide initiatives 
are reducing family cost burdens under national development plans. Public funding for affordable childcare 
facilities continues to scale up across regions. (World Bank) 

 
 
 
 
 


